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a narrative where through the defeat of the enemy, the nation is made whole,
These officially sanctioned, triumphalist memorials and monuments to a
nation’s memories define the contours and boundaries of the nation and how
its past should be remembered, with anything outside the approved narrative
to be forgotten.

What lies beyond these managed borders of national memory? If officially
sancrioned memories demarcate the existence of the nation, it is important
to know what has been officially forgotten and how and why forgerting rakes
place? Forgetting, as Paul Connerton states, is a consequence of modernicy.!
He adds chat physical alterations to place and space will ultimately decide
what is to be remembered and forgotten. Therefore memory and forgetting
act consonantly, like dancers in a never-ending waltz. Malaysia continues
to pursue progress as a “developing” nation, placing emphasis on economic
growth and large iconic projects such as its international airport and Kuala
Lumpur's ever-growing skyline. What is important in the Malaysian con-
text is that the forgetting caused by the headlong rush to modernity aids
state-sanctioned efforts to promote a single narrative of the past and grey
out contentious historical events. Beyond the borders of Kuala Lumpur and
its surrounding affluent neighborhoods, though, lie various /oci that remain
untouched by modernity and national history despite the nation’s obses-
sion with tall buildings and palatial government offices. It is in these places
beyond the official places of remembrance that memories continue to chal-
lenge state narratives about the nation’s founding.

. Given the growing popularity of oral historical methodology in Malaysia,
these forgotten places are beginning to regain form. Underlying this archae-
ology of knowledge is the growth of a younger and more critical cabal of
scholars who are peeling away the layers hidden underneath official history.
In the endeavor to retrieve these forgotten places, it is important to under-
stand why forgetting takes place. By investigating this, we can gain glimpses
into how forgotten communities are silenced as development-obsessed
regimes seck a new modernity while sacrificing the less sanguine aspects of
the narion-building process. Where do we begin?

This chaprer does not engage directly with conventional oral history sources,
but analyzes statements by survivors who are interviewed by journalists, docu-
mentary filmmakers, and independent researchers such as Tan Ward and Norma
Miraflor.? Such an approach highlights the marginal starus of the deeply contro-
versial episodes in Malaysian history, like the 1948 Barang Kali incident. While
such statements might not appear to possess the authoritative primary source
status of oral history recordings, narrators speaking through these mediums still
possess a “shared authority” and are just as capable of exerting influence over the
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thernes and content of the interview.? As such, these materials are just as useful
as conventional oral history in contesting the dominant discourses and official
accounts of history:

Social theory ideas such as marginality and stigmatization feature promi-
nently throughout my paper. I attempt to theoretically enrich our knowledge
of oral history through different prisms. There is an urgent need to theoreti-
cally place into perspective the Malayan Emergency and the fragment thar is
Batang Kali.

The Beginning

I remember the long journey as I traveled to Batang Kali in 2004 as part of a
news ﬁwmwusanﬁm From my briefing at the office, I was told it was located in
the deep enclaves of Selangor, a state more well known for its industrial wealth
than agriculrural hinterlands. The press conference was set in a small house in
a little town surrounded by palm tree plantations. As the derails of the inci-
dent in Batang Kali were slowly revealed to me during the press conference, I
was surprised and shocked chat in 1948, several innocent villagers were alleg-
edly shot by a group of British soldiers looking for “communist bandits” in a
botched military operation. As the aged witnesses began retelling their stories,
I was amazed by the clarity of the memories they recounted to the large group
of journalists who had congregated at the place. As several witnesses came
forward to speals, it soon became clear tha their stories demanded voice and,
more importantly, justice.” What was more disorientating for me was the
fact thar 1 was never aware that such an event had ever occurred. When the
Malayan Exmergency erupted in 1948, it was cast in history texts as the begin-
ning of a major struggle between the disruption and chaos brought about by
communist insurgents and the order the government bravely struggled for.
The silence surrounding the Batang Kali story, or incident, however, mir-
rored its remote geographical presence within the state of Selangor. It is an
out-of-the-way place located at the interstices not only of modern Malaysia’s
creation but also of the historical understanding of the nation as 2 whole. No
doubrt it is this sense of marginality that has caused these witnesses to history
and atrocity to belatedly claim their place in Malaysian history.

Official accounts have muted the echoes of the incident, and the voices
of those affected by the incident have remained largely in silence. Therefore,
1 aim to critically analyze the form and strucrure of the Malaysian parrative,
as a way of explaining the silences that occur in many of its aspects. The
chapter also looks at the pursuit of historical truth and justice through the
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during this period would later color the perceptions of Malayas echnic com-
munities, though all of them suffered equally during the war and the postwar
period.!!

Blighted Landscapes

‘The escalation of armed struggle between the British, the local government,
and the communists successfully created “hostages” amounting to over a mil-
lion people at the height of the emergency in 1951 consisting mainly of eth-
nic Chinese. Held in large camnps, some communities were forcibly refocated
and had to readapt themselves to unfamiliar environs.

Most were squatters who during the war period were forced to move
into the jungle to survive. They of course came into close contact with the
MPAJA, feeding its soldiers with food and information as a way of resist-
ing the Japanese Imperial Army. The symbiotic relationship continued to a
certain extent until the Briggs Plan from 1950 to 1952, which moved about
one million two hundred thousand people into 600 New Villages. Living
in prison-like conditions, the massive program was designed to cut off the
CPM from is lifeline.** The programs and physical amenities provided 1o
these New Villages were of course lauded by the colonial government but
caused unhappiness among other communities. According to anthropolo-
gist Judith Strauch, “Many Malays tended to resent the amenites. .. given
to suspected traitors.”'? The new villagers were literally caught in the middle.
The conditions in the camps were oppressive as they lived constantly under
guard and with curfew. Communist operatives were also known to terrorize
them by forcefully taking supplies or threatening them. And to compound
this, the Jand on which they lived was not theirs but subject to short-term
leases.

However, according to new villager Sim Chee Jia, “We were really inno-
cent victims back then. The British just assumed that as long as we were
Chinese, we were helping the Communists!”** In a newspaper interview, Sim
recounted how his family and life were put into a state of flux, being forc-
ibly moved from one area to another. He adds, “When you went out they
would check your belongings. You were not allowed to bring food outside.
If they saw you outside the gates after 6 pm they would just shoot you—no
questions asked.” Sim stated, “In the past, people only saw things from the
British point of view that the communists were dangerous and killing peo-
ple. However the British were just as bad in some ways, especially in their
disregard for civilians.” Sim’s voice offers a counterbalance to the depiction
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of how the emergency was needed to flush out a dangerous foe. In realiry,
at least according to Sim, everyone was at some point or another equally
culpable.

These New Villages were physically, geographically, and psychologically
sequestered from the nation-state. They existed in 2 peripheral space where
inhabitants had to be cleansed of “undesirable” influences before rejoining
the general population or being accepted into the nation-state. According
to anthropologist Ray Nyce, “A common attitude has been that the new vil-
lages were places of comparative lawlessness and hotbeds of communism.
Many have viewed the villagers as country cousias, a lirle backward and
awkward”®S Their liminality created gaps with little space for their narra-
tives to surface. Reports in the media at the time abour these places were
about encounters with communists and not an actual representation of their
reality. Milirary lingo described the New Villages as “black areas,” rife with
communist activity in need of cleansing to become “white areas.” Malaya/
Malaysia at the time was a “mapped geo-body.” If we were to reflect on the
nature of military maps of colonial Malaya, we can think of “surgical” strikes
performed by the military authorities to cleanse and “neutralize” the dangers
to the Malayan geo-body in the form of communist insurgents. Upon suc-
cessful sterilization, these areas would then return to a clean state of being,
becoming white again.'®

An emergency-era British propaganda pamphlet shows how Malaya pro-
gressed from 1951 when the entire country was “infested” with communist
insurgents to 1957 when the geo-body was nearly 50 percent free of the com-
munist disease. Mapping creates boundaries and margins, defining an area
or space that needs to be defended. But who or what was it to be defended
against? The answer is of course the communists. According to propaganda,
given that nearly the entirety of Malaya was a black area in 1951, does it sug-
gest that all of Malaya had “gone” communist? However, with enough “atten-
tion and effort,” Malaya was cured, purged of “dark” impurities. The borders
between black and whire are distinct, but within these spaces “othering” hap-
pens. For the security forces, the map reinforced the idea that all within the
dark area, places like Batang Kali, were suspect.

In Batang Kali
In histories of the emergency, many facets of life under the wire in the New

Villages remain hidden. This is where oral history is needed to complementan
already copious amount of scholarship on the strategic and military aspects of
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the river and had abour two dishes that we would always cook. We didn't
see any fighting, although we heard from other villagers about some in the
hills nearby. As for the communists, we didn’c know what one was and they
didn’t come to the village—if they had, we would have reported them to
the police.

Some soldiers came to our village once or twice though. When we were
burning bamboo, it would sometimes explode, like 2 gun going off; so they
came to investigate. On December 11th though, when the soldiers came,
they were with a [ethnic] Chinese detective and very fierce. They ordered
the wornen to stop cooking the rice and the men 1o stop tapping the rubber

trees.

She then charts the sequence of events closer to the alleged massacre when the
women and children were separated from the men. The terror of counterin-
surgency and the fear of the villagers became clear:

By this time, as there was no food, the children were ¢rying. Then the derec-
tive said we must keep the children quiet or they would burn down the
kongsi (company). All night long we could see outside thar the soldjers were
lighting fices, which made us very frightened that they would burn dewn our
house. They told us to separate, with the women and children going into one
side of the ongsi and the men into the other. We stayed there as it grew dark.
There was no food for us and no explanadon of what was happening. Then
the Chinese derective said to us: “You saw communists, they came here.” [
said I didn’t know anything, but he kept shouting, he didn't believe me.

The next morning, the women and children were bundled into lorries and
as they were being driven away, they were greeted with the sight of their
Kongsi being burnt to the ground and the sound of gunfire. This, explained
Tham Yong, would also be last time they would ever sce of their male

companions:

The soldiers then took us to a lorry and we got on the back. When I was on
the lorry, I saw the men coming down from the Aongsi. There was a ladder,
which could only tale two people at a time. The men were then put into
three or four groups and then led off towards the rubber plantarion by the
soldiers. Then T heard the gunshots. I thoughr thae the men were gone. |
heard shots from five different places. Then the soldiers fired shots at the
kongsi, which set it on fire.
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As a parting shot, Tham Yong threw 2 challenge to the British authorites,
letting loose the pent up emotions of the past:

The soldicrs were not right to do what they did. We were not conmunists,
we were innocent people. I want them to pay compensation. I want the
British government to apologize and to pay some compensation. Of course
I am still angry about this. We also want to have the truth finally. They owe
us that much.?

Through oral history, survivors like Tham are able to speak truth to power
and demand justice.

The narrative within Tham Yong’s story is a struggle to make sense of
what happencd in December 1948. At the beginning, she paints a picture of
peace and stability within the estate. But the apparently simple lives of the
villagers understate the uncertain and often harsh condirions typical of agri-
cultural settings like that of Batang Kali. Rubber tappers like Tham Yong and
Foo Mooi eked out a hand-to-mouth living, which was dependent on the cle-
ments. If they worked they had wages. If it rained, they would receive noth-
ing from the estate management. The practice continues even now. Moreover,
if the insurgents were to damage the rubber trees, this would also mean a loss
of income.

The other contentious issue facing them was that of land ownership.
Judith Strauch states, “The lots on which sertlers built houses over...do not
belong to the people ourright...butareheldon.... renewable temporary occu-
pation licenses. The most basic problem however, was the continued vulner-
ability of the Chinese workers. Chinese were not permitted zo be neutral.”¥
The estate workers lived in twilight conditions where within the confines of
the estate they were subject to harassment by security forces. Strauch further
adds, “Once outside the fence for a day’s work, however, the Chinese rubber
tapper or tin miner was an easy targer for the guerrilla assassin.”*® Life in
the estates during this period was a series of daily struggles to survive, Tham
Yong’s call for compensation is not surprising given that many of them con-
rinued to live in poverty even as Malaysia’s cconomy grew. Psychologically, her
narrative demonstrates how the massacre disrupted the expectations and che
direction her life was expected to take. Roxana Waterson states, “The self.. .is
siruated both in place and time, ar a particular historical moment. The indi-
vidual as narrator maybe engaged in a struggle to make sense of that moment,
so thar as well as self-consciousness, a historical consciousness simultancously
emerges from the telling.”? Tham Yong's story; as told to the journalist was



M IMRURUod JuerIodur ue aptaoid sys1A 250y “gsmBwe reo18ojoypésd o
audsa(] (g, IWR JO 7Y Y UL readdestp AJMo[s SSIMIOIO PIRIOM YEY wed e
Sunoeus-o1 APaneuidewr YSnong s3es10ar wed Lo ‘uonerausd JuaTmo 1 Jo
soquow dnoid i sFuRIIT SANEIOWSWWOD U vonedpnred, e sppe
SYPEMEH "SSRIUNTITIOD PIZIEWNEN I0f STOMIUTY auerrodun L1oa TereAds
IT[MJ UED SI0B SAREIOUWIIWIIOD YN JEY] PUdIUod STE[OYDs SIS 33UTqD
Jo wadse uewsodwy we sp dyszom pe SOUEIGUISMIST JGISIOUE S A 21
U1 parp oym 2501 jo soaed o paarsia Aprendar so[ruIey Syl JO ASOW L
~oursty ryured Sy 211dsOp 1B $I0U 12A2MOY PIEAY ¢, PUIYR] L] 250K JO
spurw oY 1Y Pasess ‘pades 3] “Jjoas 001 A[UO PUE ISE] ILILI] SEM SUOREURLILIOAT
PIAIISIPLN JO Teaj oY, AIOTINE JO SSIUITEY I PUE WaIsAs 2y Jo Supprom
OUR SPIEMO] SSOUIIEM JO SPTUNIE UE 3] SATY sSurpe ey Sueieg,, o e
Tuzs PInom 3 “sansst Teordojoyadsd 19s-doop tprm dn 913 39TRO JTp UL roM
1e [IS SEA 3Ys I[NYM PSP PR 2UQ “UIP[IYP 0m3 19y proddns o1 Surary e
Suyures Ul PUEQSIY PESP 19 JO UIPIMQ Y3 UO 3)e3 03 PEY O MOPIM B0
£303s 9 Syp3 osTe prepy 2o ySnos v usaq seq o1y Lw “sastar pue Surzopn
YOI ST POsTIeD YYedp SIDYREY AN, S0TEIS S PAY[R] St UEL Suop, 19TE S
ot 11 seas Sueg YOO Suom $AY I anoy3norp ey Suereg Ul are3sd
sjoursy] reSung yo a1doad Sy PoAO[[OF YUIAD A JO swotssnoradat S PUe LBy
TR PUS 10U PIP TUIAS I JO JONIOY Y], o ATIYOING SH[PUIL JO STORODIO, .
021 £q PAITEDs $2AY| POZITEUISTEW JO UONDIY[OO © SEM UOISSTU PUIM prens)
51005 g561 remonred e jo Aoede] oy pordnnw sdrysprey Yoy ‘resd Sugce
~ssed goeo i “worenbo TEY Suwrg d[oym I jo ared sem—SIYE01q POE. ..
sISYYEj ‘SPUBQSNY I3 JO SYIESP S JUIMOT[0] IWOUOD 01 PEY TIAIPIYD PUE Loz
UAWIOM SUB TEYM—PIET I JO YTEWISIE S, “UI PrE, 03 SUIpIoooy Jusplu

S Aq parooge AOSIIp STom OTm 3SOYI JO SIA] FYI 03U siyBisur Jupenp T

-SEJ SI2JO PIEA\ TE] uSpUT 1[ey Juereq S UC UINLIA 1adeys yooq € U]

Aeq a3 jo sureway

‘SpJIOA TP JURAURT ApAnoe Ing L191905 30 srouospd a19wa
100 a1e ojdoag U1 2AT] AU PlIOM ST SuD[EWRT PUE Gupyerr ‘Suproproal Sur
-13p10 A[URISUOD DTE PUE SIAISWIIL Suoure 10e19701 S[ENPIATPUT 191008 Aue
UTPIA 92A9MOL] 4. 'PUE[S] DIng o £uojoo Teuad ot of 1ouosixd e se sTead ST
Surmp rpeUnoEy RISHT, 1Y 19ISET eddnd 4q peiunooar sem 2rdns snp JO
sidurexs Surfpe1  ~spred LTUSPI 19T WO PRIUTED ISTUTIUINIOD Sutaq jo ewns
SI[ Iopms o1 pey SUeIsAUOpU] JO suonERusd AUBW ‘GEGT UI 01EYNS 3O [T
sy qoum dpy adwenre dnod (g1 ANIOGE IT ISYE ‘SISTUTILIUI0D U2AD IO )12
-1pe1, se papuEIq usaq JurAey Jo TSNS Y3 9AT] O INUMUOD SARNUNUIUIOD PUE

1 €1 / BisAe[Ey uj 24aessely |(BY Sueieg

S[Enpralput Aueur ‘ersonopu] ul ATE[IUNG  SSI|ME], PUE PIesmyoeq, [[Rs oTe
vep seoed Jeuruny se wonemSeun versdereryy remdod sy Ut as 01 SNUTIUOD
SETE AOB[Q,, Pauoep oxosm 3sed S ur Yoy soverd asay Jo Luepy | Armu
-UI00 B U9A2 10 AJTUrE] B JO SI9qUIau {[e sveuTurezuoD Arenba ueo pue sedeaun]
ySnorq panrussuen 3q wes ey ewdns og1 Sureq ssetp ‘wordpl pue wonEu
‘ooex Jo voudns requn o, sapnpour erodng Iedmey o 4q Pwdns, proa oy -
Jo asn om Aq porewmosey A[reradss sem | ey Sueeq yo Anmurmoo s Jur
~zd[ewe uy £poq-0o3 uersAeey] Y3 01 USIME se UIss Aprepums are yuadmsul
ISTUNUIWIOD IUSJOIA PUt SueisAe[eAl-uou 4£pogq-033 9sowwelg SR Jo sIepunoq
ot opisino 1dsy 5q 01 319M ISIWEIG-UOY [[e veys sondre regoSuoy T e Lem
SUTES ST U] "HAI[E 3 01 S1€IS-UOLEU UEISABEIA 31 Jo Spisino Supoq 01 umows
~E10E} ST ISTUTIUIANOD SE 03 PalIajer SUaq ‘OoRIe Sy: uf 1T[TES pauTe[dxo aaey
[ S “way wo paoefd u2aq Py JEy3 IUTE} S} SAOUIF POd £33 Gorgm Ut
£em ® 5q no prnom suoneredyy “sisTunuraes paioadsms Sutaq Jo ewmsns o
PuE urels 31p1 Jo paajosqe Suq swesws sayfurey 37 Joy Aprewnin wonsnf

ge SISTIONI2] ISTUNTITIOD 235, PIIMOIXD 2SO JE BWANS IR PIs
PRIUTEY (IS OB SII[UIE] SR B “UTEIS I AemE axer OS[E PINOM 1] SSUpRl
pue suonereds1 M woy apraord A[wo lou pmos Lnnbur osrqnd & veIp
porou zory ‘uomeredas yoj uSredures I UT Apmuwos R Sunuasardor
15{ME] B ‘UT2SSNE] ZOTI] PIMITAIZINY umm.mado_ Dgd T QIINE SMOT JTIDII T U]

eSS

“uonIEu 31 Jo LI0ISTY 1 UL Areys
01 paso][e 9q Pnoys 3sed Y UT ONST{UT [EDH0ISTY PAIOYNS PEY O 350 T,
-istszad 10U pmoys sad 41021318 YA PUE ‘PIPUNOJUT SBA.  SEOTE T[], UT PA]]
PEY OYAA 5SOT JO ISTLDSIP 34 T, “[OXIU0D TR puedaq Tem € Ut SIOpUEISAq 30D
-ouur Ajp1ow “S3pUEq 10U S13m A5 28 Juewdpajmotae e 5q pnom LBo
-fode uy ‘Aem 131> wm pmoo ey vopendod  ut s JRY soepd o1 9|qE
10U 270A SOUIOYINE [EIIO[OD S PUE JUSKINIRA0S ST JROg ISNASIP JO WIOY T
sea soSE[[IA MoN] 03U paaot Suraq uo 1oye] puE EATE JOE[],, UMOT-Tf4 B UT
SUTAIT -00URDOUUT IR JO JUSWIPSAOUNDE Ue FUnoy WIEY T PUE ICOJA 00
10§ 3q osfe pinosm £3ojode wy ‘gHET UT Lep 183 20UIS AT 197 poresuuzad seq
TE ssoUOpUEs 21 01 Supuesux 2418 AJeuy pmoo Suox wey [ 9uo Suparsoor
ur sdeyrad pue sonuoyine gsnug oy oy (Sojode we Jupjeos Ut 31051 Y,
“Gupar & oxew 01 Surdn A[p1oU o1om 9TEISa Yowy [ESUNG 18 SI{TOM 2 [
301JE 10J OSUSS YUY 10U PIP SORHOYINE P JO SPUEY Y1 18 Jurragms oy T,
‘o suopexado Areiyrw Sy Jo A1o3eEAES AU 1940 UTETHDT suonsanb <Suox
wey ], 51 9[dood 10] I9AIMOY] ‘SSPUSTIOSUOD-Jos Buraomoe moqe ared ug

uoy Iz Buosq gl



132 / Leong Kar Yen

the present. Such commemorations allow the group to become “conscious
of itself”36 and aware, in the case of Batang Kali, of the marginality of being
forced to live through the traumatic events of that fateful day. Therefore the
event for many of the family members represents injustice; and injustices
must be rectified. Similar strategies of remembrance/resistance, studied by
anthropologist Jun Jin, have also been employed by marginal groups in China
as a reaction toward state-sponsored terror during the Cultural Revolution.”
These groups responded by utilizing ancestor worship, spirit rablets, and tem-
ples as mnemonic devices linking them to their past (these villagers claim to
be direct descendants of Confucius). Jun Jing claims that their strategy was
not so much to resist bur rather to cope, bringing the villagers together in a
time of uncertainty.

For the people of Batang Kali, these graves are a constant reminder to
push ahead in the ongoing campaign for justice. At the same time, the graves
and deach rituals are markers of a traumatic event, which nonetheless binds
the community ever closer. Some scholars have further pushed the defini-
tion of “rranma” calling it a recurring event that ar the same time disrupts
or disables narrativity, maling it impossible to tell a comprehensible story
with a beginning and an end.?® Yet if we were to look at the experience of
trauma collectively, scholar Kai Erikson states that “trauma that is has a social
dimension...trauma can create community”® Utilizing the individual/
community organic metaphor greatly expands our ability to understand the
blighted landscape that a community like the survivors of the Batang Kali
inhabits. These acts of remembrance are embodied within the community
as they pray and prostrate before the tombstones of their long-deceased rela-
tives. As Erikson puts it, “The point to be made here is not that calamity
serves to strengthen bonds linking people together—it does not most of the
time—but that shared experience becomes almost like a common culture, a
source of kinship.”

In the Shadow of History

The community in Batang Kali is only one among many such communities
of trauma, held together by the trauma of the past but blighted by stigma.
The other articles written by various authors in this volume also amply
describe and discuss other communities of trauma. This brings us back to the
issue of fragments as we seek to understand their impact on Malaysian his-
tory. Pandey states that these fragments are substories that have been glossed
over by the larger and grander necessities of the national narrative.* In the
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colonial history of Malaysia, even the narrative of independence and nation
building is considered a fragment. Therefore Malaysia should be understood
as a place where several differenc fragments are all vying for attention. There
is no need to place the Batang Kali story into an arena where it is contest-
ing or struggling against the greater narrative. It should however been seen
as another facet of Malaysian history that needs to be told. In chat sense,
perhaps the justice thar the community secks is recognition of its place in
the Malaysian narrative. However, this begs the question of how Batang Kali
should be acknowledged as part of Malaysian history.

So the question remains: What ase some of the lessons we can learn from
Batang Kali? We can see that these communities of trauma will continue to
haunt us even as the nation continues to search for its modern soul and iden-
tity. If we were to shift the emphasis to an analysis of thesc many subaltern
spaces, perhaps an all-encompassing language bridging the many groups and
communities in Malaysia can emerge. By using oral history to reach out 0
individuals and communities, and ultimately linking it (as opposed to “rec-
onciling”) to Malaysian history, perhaps the plural society of Malaysia can
find common ground in which to understand trauma and memory. Perhaps
then the fractious narure of Malaysian socicty can be repaired. However, we
must also be wary that the voices of the individual communities are not sub-
sumed by the drive to create a supposedly more harmonious nation. The con-
tentious issuc of historical justice still remains for that small community in
Barang Kali. Ultimately, Barang Kali will serve as a reminder through its oral
history that while Malaysia has a grand narrative, it can only be made whole
if it acknowledges the many other fragments of its history.

Postscript

While the sun has finally set over the British colonialism, much of its legacy
remains. For those who were both directly and indirectly affected by the events
of 1948 in Batang Kali, the ripples in time continue to reverberate through
their lives. In September of 2011, the families of those who had perished on
that day were allowed by the English law courts to argue for a new inquiry
into the alleged massacre. It was also because of this that classified colonial
records on the event, which were thought to be lost, resurfaced. However,
their hopes for an inquiry;, and possibly some form of restitution from the
UK authorities, were dashed when a decision was passed down by the English
high court in September 2012 stating that there was no need to reopen the
case given that the passage of time had eroded any opportunity for definitive
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